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‘Stop by today and let me review your
insurance. Ny office is located inside

Farst State Commmmity Bank.”

First @%B State

Insurance Agency

308 W. Lincoln | Owensville, MO 65066 | 573-437-4291

Dart’s the name,
Mopar’s the game

BY ROXIE MURPHY
REPUBLICAN STAFF WRITER
rmurphy@wardpub.com

Joe Jahnsen of Owensville happened to
own his dream car back in the ‘80s during
his high school years — a ‘69 Dodge Dart
Swinger. Like many who owned their dream
cars in their youth, he sold it and it took until
2017 to finally purchase another.

Like his first car, Jahnsen had to learn some
skills and work hard to restore his first love.

“I had (a Dodge Dart Swinger) in high
school and always had plans to get another
one,” Jahnsen said. ““This one came up for sale
on Craigs List up in Chicago. I lowballed the
guy on the price, thinking there was no way,
and he took it. It was a complete rust bucket.”

Jahnsen has always been a Mopar guy by

See Mopar, Page 3B
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Mopar ® from page 2B

his admission. Since Mopar defines itself as
“the exclusive source for authentic original
equipment parts and accessories for the mil-
lions of Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram, and
Fiat vehicles” on the market, people who
like their cars buy their parts.

While there are modern-day versions,
when car lovers think or say Mopar, there
is an emphasis on the classic or vintage
versions.

“Other than the rust, it was just in bad
shape,” Jahnsen said. “The interior was all
out. It was basically a shell and the car was
completely taken apart.”

Luck was on his side though, because
his purchase included most of the parts that
went with it.

“The interior wasn’t done, but the old
interior was there,” Jahnsen continued. “The
seats needed to be recovered. There was no
motor or transmission — which was good
because it was all rusted out.”

The quarter panels and floorboards
needed special care too.

“Idid all the bodywork myself,” Jahnsen
said. “I put it all back to stock original, how
it came from the factory.

Thebricklayer by trade said that Youtube
became his best friend during the two-year

JAHNSEN WAS able to find a 1969 Missouri license plate with the numbers ‘340" for his ‘69 Dodge Dart.

restoration, along with Clay and Clayton
Kossuth of Clay and Sons Mopar Salvage
Yard in Catawissa.

“Alot of Youtube videos,” he said. “The
hardest thing was putting the quarter panels
on until I figured it out. Now it ain’t so bad,
but that was probably the biggest challenge.

GEIITII:IEII BEPAIB llﬂ

AUTO REPAIR
~ STEVE KAMI’EB

ASE ‘ 'ERTIF[ED

DRY FORK STEEL
& SUPPLY, LLG

maintenance
brake service
tune-ups
repairs

flush & fill

1360 Hwy. CC ¢ Bland, MO
573-417-0511

www.dryforksteel.com

Getting the quarter panels lined up with the
doors, keeping everything lined up, all the
body lines.”

The Kossuths were there to answer ques-
tions and share ideas.

Determined to do it right, the novice
researched until he felt he had enough in-

structionto make the work look experienced.

“That was the first car [’ve done since
‘86 when I done my old car in high school,”
he said. “I haven’t done anything on a car
since, but I just jumped in and got into it.”

See Mopar, Page 4B
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Mopar ® from page 3B

Once the bodywork was completed,
Jahnsen focused on the interior.

“The paint color is F8-Green,” he said,
describing what most would call the *70s
green, “They are starting to bring the color
back.”

With a new black hard top, upholstery,
carpet and interior complementing the au-
thentic black dashboard and imitation radio,
the Dart is a parody of the more expensive
“70s version, but cool nonetheless.

But how does she drive?

True to its factory release, the ‘69 Dodge
Dart 340 sported its traditional 340 engine
with a four-speed in the floor when Jahnsen
turned the key for the first time.

“I put a bigger cam than was in from the
factory, and new headers,” Jahnsen said. “It
runs pretty good, pretty strong.”

The bigger camshaft allows more air and
fuel into the engine’s cylinder, which makes
the vehicle go faster. Bigger headers allow
the exhaust gases more release, resulting in
less back pressure. Less pressure equals a
faster car with more performance.

“It was a stock motor,” Jahnsen said. “It
ran 13.9 seconds in a quarter mile, got it up
to about 100 miles an hour.”

Since the car’s restoration, Jahnsen and
his wife Wonda Jahnsen have taken it to the

St. Louis Moparr event and ran it down the
track. The Moparr Worldwide Technology
event, in East St. Louis, is a favorite. The
drive is a plus.

“Everybody is your friend when you are
drivingthemoldcars,” Jahnsensaid. “Giving
you the thumbs up. I just like the feel and it
reminds me of the old days.”

The Jahnsens have been in Owensville
for about 21 years, but they love driving in
the car back to Cedar Hill to see their family.

FILL YOUR TANK

With the Money You Save on Auto Insurance!

Call Today for a FREE Pollcy Review

Agents Brian Rooney
and Steve Havelka
112 N. 7tH ® OwensviLLe, MO

pH 573.437.2100
emAIL: brooney0 1@hotmail.com

—aith Auto .

> COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
«5» AUTO BODY REPAIR/PAINTING

5 PRE-OWNED CARS FOR SALE

Owned bg Charles DeBoeuf

575-457-7001

201 E. Harrison, Owensvi”e, MO

It’s about 60 miles, we take it for a day
drive,” Jahnsen said. “Take off driving and
spend the day. It’s brand new and there are
no problems with it.”

The only other non-original item is the
imitationradio. Jahnsen said itlooks old, but
it has blue tooth and other modern capabili-
ties. And they only listen to old music. Old
country. Old rock.

The ‘69 that Jahnsen fondly calls “The
Dart” was fully restored by January 2020.

“I was done in November 2019, but the
interior didn’t get done until January 2020,”
he said.

Afterthe carwas finished, Jahnsen added
one more unique touch.

“I found an original ‘69 license plate and
registered it to the car,” he said. “They are
basically historical plates, even though they
don’t say that.”

He purchased the old license plate off
the internet.

Since the Dart’s restoration, the Jahn-
sens have put 4,500 miles on the engine.
In hindsight, the novice-turned-expert says
the hardest part about the restoration may
have been the wait.

“It may be months before you get the
parts,” he said. “When I redone the Dart,
parts was still high, but nothin’ compared
to now. Every aftermarket part you buy,
you have to go back through and refurbish
because everything is made in China and
what you get, half of it don’t work.”

Jahnsen also admits to catching the
Mopar bug.

“Like most guys, I can’t settle for just
one,” Jahnsen said.

The Dart didn’t get as much drive time
in 2021 because Jahnsen was working on
two other projects.

See Mopar, Page 6B

At American Family Insurance, we know your car is more than four
wheels that get you from point A to point B — it’s also freedom to
pursue the things important to you. Which is why you’ll want to make
sure you have the proper protection

Contact me today to learn more or get a quote.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.1. and Its Operating Companies
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109 S 1st St, Owensville, MO 65066
Bus: (573) 437-3726
tditto@amfam.com

m
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

®

014813 - 5/18 ©2018 - 9854234




Spring Car Care FIND THE BEST TRUCK ACCESSORIES AT ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED
WED., MARCH 15, 2023 B PAGE 5B GAS%%%Q?ERepub]jcan

on AROMORFLEX
or ULTRA FLEX BED
COVERS BY UNDERCOVER

Exclusively with purchase from an Undercover Preferred Dealer. Rebate in the form of a
PrePaid Visa Card. Offer Valid March 1-31, 2023

ALL-NEW,
TRUXEDO pgeyiumpou-
UP COVER WITH

AN XTRA-LOW
PREMIUM ROLL-UP TRUCK BED COVER PnoFIlE

G EEETPQETEBLE BED COVERS

The XR Series combines the PRO MX with
the integrated Trax Rail System that allows for
unique and personal customization above your
tonneau cover. The RetraxPRO XR, our premium Aluminum
Series cover, combines industrial strength aluminum construction
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THE ‘69 Dart has a traditional
340 cubic inch engine with a
4 barrel carburetor. Jahnsen
only plays old tunes on the
push button radio in his Dart.
The radio (right) is one of only
two non-original items on the
car. It's an imitation with blue
tooth capabilities.
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* Tune-Ups * Oil Changes - Bed Covers  * Lift Kits & Much More. ..
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Mopar ® from page 4B

“I’ve got two other cars (in my shop) I
am trying to get done,” he said. “My plan
was to sell it and do another.”

Jahnsen just finished restorations on a
‘67 Dodge Coronet R/T with a four-speed
big block Hemi engine.

Jahnsen said he traded the car from aman
in Catawissa who had purchased it in 1972
fromamaninIllinois who had an engine fire.

“Instead of fixing the hood, I am sure
there was nothing wrong with the engine, he
tore it completely apart like he was goin’ to
restore it — in 1972, Jahnsen said. “It has
been sitting since ‘72 and there wasn’t anut
or bolt on it. Fenders wasn’t on it. Wasn’t
nothin’ on it.”

. The parts were mostly still in boxes.
@%{‘:&& Jahnsen traded another finished restoration

PHOTOS BY JACOB WARDEN See Mopar, Page 78
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THE ‘69 Dart sits on the trailer after being towed from Chicago in 2017.

Mopar ® from page 3B
for the Coronet.” works. \& P4
“Idrove a 1969 Plymouth Roadrunner to “I need two or three,” Jahnsen said. “I -

Catawissaand hauledthe R/Tback,”hesaid. ~ get more enjoyment out of fixing them than 505 Henry Street ® Owensville, MO 65066 * RABelloir@hotmail.com
He added that the ‘67 Coronet is techni-  just driving them.”
cally for sale and he has two more in the
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JAHNSEN USES a grinder on the back seat of the Dart Swinger(photo left). The bare metal (above) is ready for
the primer. PHOTOS SUBMITTED

JIM KREUTZER, Owner

573-437-3636
573-308-5349 cell
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What to know when buying from a prlvate seller

Inrecentyears, more and more car buyers
are considering pre-owned vehicles as the
world continues to confront supply shortages
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Certi-
fied pre-owned dealerships may be the first
place used car buyers go when looking to
replace their current vehicles, but they might
be able to find even better deals if they look
at the private seller market.

Buying vehicles from private sellers was
oncerelatively common buthas fallen out of
favor over the last few decades. In fact, the
insurance comparison site The Zebrareports
that roughly 61 percent of car buyers prefer
to buy from a dealership. But that doesn’t
mean buyers can’t still find great cars on
the private seller market, especially if they
keep a few strategies in mind as they begin
their vehicle search.

* Get as much paperwork as possible.
Many vehicle owners prioritize record-
keeping, saving maintenance receipts for
everything from standard oil changes to
more significant repairs. When buying from
private sellers, buyers should not hesitate
to request a vehicle history report as well
as all documentation of maintenance that
has been performed on the car since sell-

ers have owned it. Consider it a red flag if
sellers do not have any paperwork or refuse
to provide it.

* Be patient. Patience is a buyer’s ally
when shopping for a pre-owned vehicle.
Certified pre-owned vehicles at a local
dealership have already been vetted and met
certain standards to earn that designation,
but buyers must do their own vetting when
buying from private sellers. That requires
patience as buyers peruse vehicle history
reports provided by the seller (or gather
them on their own) and don’t rush to buy
cars that could ultimately prove to be lemons
if they’re not vetted properly.

* Insist that a mechanic be allowed to
examine the car. One of the biggest risks
of buying from private sellers is that such
vehicles are rarely under warranty when put
up forsale, and sellers likely won’t guarantee
parts. That underscores the importance of
having a vehicle thoroughly examined by a
certified mechanic before buying it. Private
sellers should have no issue allowing this,
especially when buyers pay for the inspec-
tions. If sellers areunwilling to let mechanics
inspect the car, look elsewhere for your next
car or truck.

Joseph

- Skornia’s
AUtO Repair

e Tune-Ups ¢ Brakes e Tires

o Batteries ¢ Lube Jobs ¢ Engine Work
e Suspension Work e Drive Line

¢ Computer Diagnostics ¢ & more

Joseph and Teresa Skornia
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4E 6th Street
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* Confirm the number of owners. There’s
no magic number of owners a vehicle can
have before it’s considered too risky to buy,
but the more owners a car has had, the less
likely buyers will learn its full history. In
addition, if sellers were not the first owners,
they won’t know how the car was treated or
driven priorto them buying it. That’s another

'RAINERI
Transmission
~3& Auto Service

omplete Power Train Service

potential red flag to consider before buying
a car that has had more than one owner.

The private seller market can be a great
place to find a reliable pre-owned vehicle.
But caution and patience is of the utmost
importance when buying vehicles from
private sellers.
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The next time you suspect transmission trouble, count
on us. No matter what type of car you have, you'll find
our level of service is way above standard.

WE ALSO CAN HANDLE FRONT END SUSPENSION, BRAKES
AND SOME ENGINE WORK

Call for an appointment today

573-437-8470

605 Raineri Circle * Owensville, MO 65066
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What certain noises may indicate about your car

Automobiles have come a long
way since their introduction more than
100 years ago. Though modern cars
and trucks still employ some of the
same principles as their forebears, the
vehicles people drive today bear little
resemblance to those that made waves
inthe early part of the twentieth century.

Modern automobiles are techno-
logical marvels, which has made both
drivingand maintaininga vehicle much
simpler. In regard to maintenance,
built-in diagnostic systems can now
alert drivers when something is wrong
with their vehicles. Though that feature
is undeniably useful, drivers can still
benefit from learning to recognize is-
sues by ear. Many issues that can affect
a car or truck produce unusual sounds,
and learning what certain noises may
indicate can help drivers detect prob-
lems as soon as possible.

* Rattling sound in a wheel well:
Most people have mistakenly placed
clothing in a dryer without realizing
they had spare change in their pockets.
That mistake is immediately appar-
ent once the dryer starts thanks to the
unpleasant noise of coins bouncing off

the interior of the machine. Drivers may
hear a similar sound when behind the
wheel and wonder what’s behind it.
Such a sound is often indicative that
there’s a loose lug nut inside the hub-
cap. This issue can arise when drivers
don’t tighten the wheel properly after
changing theirowntire, or if mechanics
make the same mistake when rotat-
ing or replacing tires during a routine
maintenance session.

* Squeaking sound: The auto insur-
ance experts at Geico® note that rear-
wheel or four-wheel drive vehicles may
produce a rhythmic squeaking sound
when an issue arises with the universal
joint. JD Power notes that the universal
joint, often referred to as a U-joint, is
partofthe system that enables the rotat-
ing crankshaftinthe engine ofavehicle
to transfer that rotating motion to the
rear wheels. U-joints get a workout
whenever vehicles are driven, so they
require maintenance, and a squeaking
sound is one indicator that the U-joint
needs to be addressed immediately.

* Squealing sound: A high-pitched
squealing sound is typically indicative
ofworn outbrake pads. However, Cars.

com notes that if such a sound is only
present when a car is first driven in the
morning, it could just be surface rust
being scraped offthe rotors. Aftera few
initial applications of the brakes, that
sound mightdisappear. Ifitdoesn’t, the
vehicle will likelyneed new brake pads.

* Scraping on the windshield during
rain: The scraping sound on a wind-
shield when the wipers are inuse should
notbetaken lightly orbeinterpretedasa
sign that the rain is only falling slightly.
In fact, that sound indicates the wipers
are worn out, which means they’re not
effectively clearing the windshield. In
addition, the wipers could be scratching
the windshield each time they produce
this sound, ultimately necessitating a
costly windshield replacement. Wiper
blades can be replaced in a matter of
minutes, so address this issue promptly.

Learning to recognize the culprits
behind various vehicle noises can help
drivers nip problems in the bud before
they compromise the automobile and
the safety of the people inside it.

What to do after an accident

Caraccidents occurevery day. According
to data from the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, there are more than
five million car accidents in the United
States every year. Forty-three percent of
car accidents resulted in injuries in 2020.

No one wants to get into an automobile
accident, which can be stressful and even
fatal. Evenaccidents thatdonotresultin any
major injuries can be traumatizing. Know-
ing what to do in the immediate aftermath
of an accident may make such instances
less stressful.

Assess the situation

Theinsurance experts at GEICO® advise
individuals involved in an accident to first
determine if any of the involved parties suf-
fered an injury. If you are injured, stay put.
If not, check on the condition of the other
driver. At this point do not admit any fault
or reveal any policy limits.

Next, make a call to emergency services
to request assistance from the police and an
ambulance, if necessary.

Move your vehicle

Ifpossible, pull the vehicle overto asafe,
well-lit public location. This is especially
importantifyoubelieve you were the victim
of a staged accident, says the Insurance
Information Institute. If the car will cause
anotherroadhazard, itis bestto moveitover
totheside and useflashers to alert oncoming

traffic. It is important that you don’t leave
the scene, according to American Property
Casualty Insurance Association.
Gather evidence

Have the police write up an accident
report. You should take pictures of the
damage to your vehicle, the other vehicle,
if possible, and the scene of the accident,
including any skid marks, debris and/or
property damage. If there are any witnesses
to the accident, get their names and contact
information. You’ll need this information
when filing an insurance claim.

Exchange information

Collect the names, phone numbers, ad-
dresses and email addresses of other drivers
and vehicle occupants and exchange insur-
ance information with all drivers involved.
Thatincludes the insurance company name,
policy number and the name of the insured.

Notify a friend or family member

Even if the accident is not serious, you
may want to call a friend or family member
to provide emotional support. Ifyou’ve been
injured, a friend or family member can meet
you at the hospital and/or arrange to have
your vehicle towed or returned home while
you get the care you need.

Automotive accidents can be nerve-
wracking. Knowing the steps to take can
alleviate some stress.

Bang "p 'Ob? Don’t worry!!
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Performance iIssues that can affect older cars

Modern cars have much longer life spans
than one may expect. Not too long ago,
drivers often commemorated the milestone
of their vehicles reaching the 100,000-mile
mark. However, data from Car and Driver
indicates the average vehicle now lasts
around 12 years or roughly 200,000 miles.
More advanced electric or hybrid vehicles
may be able to go even further, with some
capable of reaching as much as 300,000
miles.

According to a 2006 report from Con-
sumer Reports, vehicles made in Japan
and Korea have fewer problems per 100
vehicles than those made by American and
European manufacturers, making themtops
in vehicle longevity.

Thanks to advancements in technology,
cars are more durable than ever, but that
doesn’t make them impervious to break-
downs orthe need for repairs. Arecentreport
from AAA found that more than two-thirds
of'service calls were for vehicles adecade or
older. Here’s a look at some of the problems
that can affect older vehicles.

Battery

The average car battery lasts between
three and five years, according to Auto
Zone. Batteries tend to show signs of wear

Kyle Meyer ~ 573 437-2522
1210 W Hwy 28, Ste B | Owensville, MO
(next to Orscheln’s) email: KyleMeyer@ShelterInsurance.com

at the four-year mark on average. Corrosion
or dirt on battery terminals also can affect
battery performance.
Electrical system

Electrical systemissues can be caused by
anything from burnt out car fuses to bad or
faulty electrical connections and contacts.
Corroded or loose screws, nuts and wires
can cause electrical issues, which may be
more common in older vehicles that have
significant mileage on them.

Suspension

We're your Shield.
We're your Shelter.

=S

We are a dlstrlbutor
for Truck Accessories &
Classic Car Parts

Electronics
For Sale

James Benton, Mechanic

PROVIDING

Eerald Auto Center

~ Safety & Emissions Testing

~ General Automotive Repair

~ Oil Changes & Brake Service

~ Mount/Balance Tires . . . and
we also Sell NEW Tires

~ U-Haul rental station

~ U-Haul boxes for sale

~ U-Haul hitches

installed Local Pickup
Deliver

Availabje

580 E. Fitzgerald Ave. (Hwy. 50) * Gerald, MO 65066
573-764-2886

David Benton, Mechanic

The suspension system is comprised
of springs, tires, shock absorbers, struts,
anti-sway bars, and other parts that con-
nect the vehicle to the wheels. Suspension
systems regulate the amount of bouncing
in the vehicle while on the road and make
it manageable. Eventually, all suspension
systems can and will wear out, and parts
will need to be serviced or replaced.

Evaporative emissions

The evaporative system consists of a

network of hoses, canisters and valves.

It helps vent pressure in the gas tank. An
older vehicle may end up with a cracked
hose that can cause a fuel leak. Hoses also
may be compromised elsewhere in vehicles,
so these points should be checked during
routine maintenance.
Braking system

As with other moving parts on a car, the
brake system wears down over time and
parts will need to be replaced. Squealing,
squeaking or a soft brake pedal are indica-
tive of braking system issues and should be
looked at by a mechanic promptly.

Obsolete components

Modern vehicles are increasingly being
controlled by computers. These comput-
ers handle a variety of features, including
navigation and pairing to mobile phones,
among others. Over time, systems may no
longer work ifthere are no computerupdates
available. That means Bluetooth pairing
may no longer function, or maps may not
be current for GPS systems.

Carsandtrucks have longer life spans due
to technological advancements. However,
age is still a factor in the deterioration of
different vehicle systems.

The Works®* Synthetic Blend Oil Change and More
= Tire Rotation and Pressure Check
» Brake Inspection - Vehicle Checkup
« Fluid Top-Off - Battery Test
» Filter Check - Belts and Hoses Check

[

When you get The Works®, you get a synthetic blend oil change, tire rotation, vehicle checkup and somuch more. *
All performed by the experts at Ford Service.

*Up tosix quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft ol filter. Hybrid battery test excluded. See participating U.S. dealership for exclusions and details through 12/31/23. Motorcraft® is a registered

trademark of Ford Motor Company.

HERMANN FORD

614 Market Street - Hermann, MO 65041

573-486-3113

www.HermannFord.com

Go Further



ALL TIRE PRICES INCLUDE MOUNTING AND COMPUTER BALANCING

GET SOME MILEAGE OUT
OF THE SEASON

SPRING IS HERE, and so is our BIG DEAL!

Jump-start the season with up to a Cooper Tires Visa® Prepaid Card
or Virtual Account when you buy a new set of four qualifying tires.*

$75 REBATE $50 REBATE
DISCOVERER®RUGGEDTREK® ENDEAVOR®
DISCOVERER® STT PRO™ ENDEAVOR PLUS™
DISCOVERER® AT3 FAMILY OF CS5 GRAND TOURING™
TIRES CS5 ULTRA TOURING™
COOPER ZEON RS3-G1™

N @l
CcoorFPER

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1.833.237.5109
OR GO TO COOPERTIRESPROMOS.COM

Goog
3/1-4/39

68 years of doing it right...has
made Jost Tire the Leader!

See Jost Tire, your independent Tire
Dealer, for any of the following brands...

<

Full Service Kendall Oil Change
Kendall
© $]4:%

GT-1
Engine Oil

= Kendall
399'95 gll Synthetic

Dexos Qil

Limited time offer. Some restrictions apply; see store for details.

NOW DOING

Hunter Hawkeye

Elite Alignments

Stop by today for a
FREE Quick Check!

Alignments Starting at.. .SG 9'95’
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CcCoorPERTIRES GOOD ;/V?I'/E AR
S'mMICHELIN I(7 |‘
g z Because so much is riding on your tires. LLY ‘ TIRES

— including ATV & Lawn/Garden!

JOSI TIRE CO., INC.

www.JostTire.com

116 E. PETERS AVE., - OWENSVILLE, MO 65066
573.437.TIRE (8473)

O



